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Tammy Fortin went 
to Stratford High 
School in 1970. 
Tammy got her GED 
(General Education 
Development Test) 
instead of graduating. 
Her teacher name in 
fifth grade was 
Mrs.H. 
 

She started hospice 
care in 2010. Hospice 
care is when you take 
care of people who 
need to be taken care 
of if you do not have 
access to a hospital. 
Because her mother 
in law needed the 
care, she has done 
hospice care from 
2010 to 2020. 
 

She likes it in 
Stratford because it is 
a small town. She has 
been helping the 
community because 
she likes to help 
people, and she has 
since she was a little 
girl. She also likes it 
in Stratford because 

you know your 
neighbors. Stratford 
is a very small town 
and that's why many 
people love it here. It 
is very easy to get in 
touch with your 
community.  
 

Tammy is a very nice 
and helpful person 
and a huge part of the 
community. Don't be 
afraid to say hi if you 
see her on the street 
even if you really 
don’t know her that 
well. 

Community Spotlight: 

Tammy Fortin 

By Natalie King 

Tammy Fortin, left, Natalie King, right. 
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Christmas 
Tree History 

    

 By 

Stephanie Klinch 
  

Decorations are used 
as a traditional thing 
for Christmas. 
Mostly everyone 
knows how to 
decorate a Christmas 
tree. But, do you 
know where 
Christmas 
decorating first 
started? Christmas 
tree decorating first 
started as a tradition 
in Germany in the 

16th century. People 
in Germany first 
decorated the trees 
with melted candles. 
Now as you know, 
people use Christmas 
lights and tinsel on 
trees. The tinsel was 
first put on trees 
because it was made 
to enhance the 
flickering of the 
candles. The first 
person that put 
Christmas lights on 
trees in the United 
States was Edward H. 

(Continued on Page 4) 



are tornadoes that 
form on water). They 
are classified as non 
spectacular tornados, 
but there is a 
disagreement over 
whether to accept 
them as true tornados. 
Tornadoes can be 
predicted before they 
happen. They use 
speed information 
and hook echoes. 
Hook echoes are a 
hook shape seen on 
weather radars that 
use reflectivity or 
light information. 
Debris balls are 
tornado debris which 
also shows up. 
 
Source: University of 
Colorado Boulder: 
Atlas Institute  
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The tools mentioned 
here are used to 
forecast and collect 
data about weather. 
The weather balloon, 
NOAA 
supercomputers, 
Doppler Radar, and 
weather satellites are 
some of those tools. 
Weather balloons 
work by letting the 
weather balloon float 
up with a string and it 
tells when a storm is 
approaching. NOAA 
supercomputers are 
high tech computers 
to tell you the 
weather. The Doppler 
Radar collects data 

Tornadoes occur most 
frequently in North 
America in an area 
called Tornado Alley. 
Tornado Alley is in 
the Southeast United 
States. A tornado is a 
fast spinning column 
of air. People also 
call the tornado a 
twister. Tornadoes 
come in different 
shapes and sizes. 
They often form with 
a cloud of rotating 
waste, trash, and dust 
under the tornado. 
Some tornadoes don't 
have wind speeds 
over 110 miles per 
hour and travel a 
couple miles before 
disintegrating. The 
most severe 
tornadoes can reach a 
specific size like a 
few miles wide and 
wind speeds higher 
than 300 miles per 
hour. Different  types 
of tornadoes 
including the multiple 
vortex tornadoes 
(they have more then 
one spinning column 
of air), land spout 
(they are tornadoes 
that form on land), 
and waterspouts (they 

Science and Weather 

Weather 

Instruments 

about the motion of 
objects and objects at 
a distance. The signal 
bounces off of other 
objects to get where it 
is. The weather 
satellite is a type of 
tool that keeps track 
of Earth's weather. 
Satellites can move 
around the Earth and 
keep in contact with 
the weather machines 
so we can look up the 
weather. This helps 
us know when a 
tornado or a big 
storm is coming like 
a hurricane or a 
blizzard is 
approaching this way 
we can take shelter in 
time. 
Source: National 
Oceanic and 

Atmospheric 
Administration 
(NOAA) 

Tornadoes 
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All humidity and 
temperature data was 
recorded Monday-
Friday during our 
class for Stratford, 
Groveton, and Stark 
in SAU58. The data 
was recorded using 
the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric 
Administration 
(NOAA) weather 
information and 
graphed using 
CODAP.  
 
On the humidity 
graph, the lines were 
the same 
except for 
how the 
Groveton 
humidity line 
went down 
lower than 
Stark and 
Stratford 
which 
overlapped 
(Figure 1). 
Groveton had 

By  

Mason Flanders 
 

The Bermuda 
triangle is a very 
scary place. There 
are a lot of 
tornadoes and 
hurricanes in the 
Bermuda triangle. 
There are big black 
clouds that seem 
endless. There is 
someone that went 
into the Bermuda 
triangle and he 
came out alive. For 
this area that's a 
rare occurrence.  He 
went through black 
clouds on a ride 
from Puerto Rico to 
Miami. The flight 
usually takes about 
90 minutes but 
because he flew 
through the 
Bermuda triangle it 
took him 47 
minutes. People 
usually avoid this 
area because 75 
years ago a plane 
was lost in the 

Bermuda triangle. 5 
army members were 
lost as well on 
different flights. They 
found a plane with 
the same model but it 
didn’t have the same 
features like the 
plane that was lost. In 
the Bermuda triangle 
some people think 
that they disappeared 
but a lot more people 
think that they ran 
out of gas. Except for 
the fact that the army 
commander would 
not let air force 
members fly without 
gas in the planes.5 
army members 
disappeared where 
about 200 air crafts 
have also gone 
missing, the Bermuda 
triangle. About 
20,000 ships have 
been lost in or around 
the Bermuda triangle. 
Even today thoughts 
of heading toward the 
Bermuda triangle 
send shivers down 
pilots and captains' 
spines. 

Bermuda 

Triangle 

Weather  

the lowest 
humidity out 
of all of the 
towns. The 
percent 
humidity for 
Groveton 
was 23% 
which is 
pretty low for 
humidity. 
The highest 
was 96% and 

it was Groveton. This 
happened on 
11/23/2020. 
 
The temperatures on 
the graph are similar. 
Stark, Stratford, and 
Groveton were the 
same temperature for 
the first few days. 
But on 11/25/20, 
Groveton was 24 
degrees and Stark’s 
was 28 degrees. 
Stark’s temperature 
had gone up. 
Stratford has had the 
same temperature as 

SAU58 Humidity and Temperature Data 

Stark from 11/17/20 
to 12/1/20 (Figure 
2).   
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Holiday Fruit Cake Recipe    
  

 By Stephanie Klinch 
 

Things you need: 

 1 cup of sugar 

 5 large eggs 

 4 tablespoons of vanilla extract 

 3 cups all-purpose flour 

 3 tablespoons of baking powder 

 1 teaspoon of salt 

 1 ½ cups whole red candied cherries 

 1 ½ cups whole green candied cherries 

 3 cups diced candied pineapple 

 2 ¾ cups of walnut halves 

 1 cup shortening 

 10 ounces golden raisins (optional) 

 1 toothpick 

 10-in. tube pan 

 

1) Preheat oven to 300 degrees F. 

2) Combine fruit, nuts and the raisins in a 
bowl.  

3) In another bowl, put in shortening and 
sugar until fluffy and light. 

4)  Stir in eggs and the vanilla extract.  

5) Add in the flour, baking powder and salt 
inside the shortening and sugar bowl. Pour 
over fruits and nuts. 

6) Stir 

7) Transfer to a greased and floured 10-
in.tube pan.  

8) Bake and check with a toothpick until the 
toothpick inserted into the center comes 
out clean. 

9) It will take about 2 hours. Let cool for 10 
minutes, then remove the cake from the 

Christmas Fudge  
 

By Isa Garcia 

  

Ingredients 

 4-½ of white sugar  

 1 can (12 ounces) evaporated milk 

 ½ cup butter, cubes  

 2 packages (11-½ ounces each) milk 
chocolate chips 

 4-½ cups miniature marshmallows  

 2 ounces unsweetened chocolate, chopped 

 3 cups walnuts, toasted  

 2 teaspoons vanilla extract  

 4 ounces white baking chocolate,melted  

   

1) Line a 13x9-in. pan with foil; coat with 
cooking spray. 

2) In a heavy Dutch oven, combine sugar, 
milk and butter. Bring to a rapid boil over 
medium heat, stirring constantly. Cook 
and stir for 5 minutes. Remove from heat. 

3) Stir in chocolate chips, marshmallows and 
chopped chocolate until melted. Fold in 
walnuts and vanilla. Immediately spread 
into the prepared pan. Drizzle with melted 
white baking chocolate; cool completely. 

4) Using foil, lift fudge out of the pan. 
Remove foil; cut fudge into 96 squares. 
Store between layers of waxed paper in 
airtight containers. 

pan onto a wire rack to cool completely.  

10) Wrap tightly and store in a cool place. 

11)  Bring to room temperature before 
serving. 

12) Cut the fruit cake with a serrated knife.  
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Wanted! 
Stratford Yearbooks!  

We are missing 
books from the fol-
lowing years: 

1916 - 1948, 1952, 
1957, 1963-1966, 
1980, 1984, 1972, 
1976, 1979, 1990-
1999, 2012-2016 

Please donate books 
to Stratford Public 
School. 

Wanted! 

Old newspapers from 
the 30’s and up for 

the Stratford School! 
Willing to pay $20. 

 
Leave a message for 
any willing to sell. 

Want 

Ads 
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States was Edward H. 
Johnson.  Believe it 
or not, Christmas 
trees were once hung 
upside down. Some 
people believe that 
Christmas trees are a 
sign of an everlasting 
relationship  with 
god. 

The most common 
trees that people used 
to decorate are pine 
trees. Some people 
used to use cherry 
trees. Some people 
though don't like to 
clean up after a real 
pine tree, so some 
people used fake trees 
instead. After people 
use real Christmas 
trees most people 
recycle them. The 
tallest trees are 
usually used at 
Christmas parades or 
Christmas plays. 
They range from 
three to eight feet. A 
Christmas tree can 
take up to fifteen 
years to reach the 
average height.  

Nuts and berries were 
put on the trees as 

decoration. Some 
people also used 
apples. Nowadays 
people use 
ornaments, lights, 
tinsel, and many 
other things. People 
put other objects that 
are traditional for 
their family or were 
special to the 
household. Some 
people around the 
world use spider 
webs to decorate 
their Christmas trees. 
Even now those who 
celebrate the 
holiday  use 
Christmas trees as a 
classic representation 
of Christmas.  

Christmas Tree  

(Continued from page 1) 

 By Jared Elliott 

  

A century ago, young 
men in Europe were 
killing each other by 
the tens of 
thousands. World 
War I, which had 
erupted just a few 
months earlier, was 
raging. Yet on a 
frozen Christmas 
Eve, the guns briefly 
fell silent. The 
distance between the 
trenches, also known 
as no man’s land, 
ranged from as little 
as 20 yards to several 
hundred. The 
Christmas Truce took 
place at various 
points along the 27-
mile stretch at the 
front of which the 
British 
Expeditionary Force 
faced the German 
army. The United 
States had not yet 
entered the war.  

 
They did what at any 
other time would be 
unthinkable. They 
came out of their 
trenches, unarmed, 
and approached each 
other in no man’s 
land. They 
exchanged gifts of 
tobacco, alcohol, 
sweets, newspapers, 

souvenirs, and even 
home addresses. The 
soldiers also used this 
opportunity to 
improve their 
waterlogged trenches 
without having to 
worry about snipers. 
In some cases, they 
even visited the 
enemy’s trenches.  

Not everyone 
understood, or 
complied, to the 
gestures of goodwill 
being made along the 
line. On Christmas 
Eve, Muslim soldiers 
from Algeria on the 
British side, unaware 
of the peculiar rules 
that were taking hold, 
fired upon the 
German forces across 
from them. As night 
fell on Christmas 
Eve, bringing with it 
a hard frost, the 
soldiers who had 
traded insults up and 
down the line instead 
began to sing for each 
other. In his 
reminiscences of the 
war, Rifleman 
Graham Williams of 
the Fifth London 
Rifle Brigade 
described how the 
spirit took hold: 
“Suddenly lights 
began to appear along 
the German parapet,” 
he wrote, “makeshift 

When The Guns Went Silent                   Christmas trees, 
adorned with lighted 
candles, which burnt 
steadily in the still, 
frosty air!” 
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